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ABSTRACT – Emanuel Douglass 
 

Emanuel Douglass first arrived in West Southern Pines during the 1934-35 school year. 
Douglass speaks about the roles of various professionals in black community leadership, 
including preachers, businessmen, funeral directors, and teachers. Douglass was born and spent 
his early years in Winston-Salem, N.C., and compared the prominence of black-owned 
businesses in the larger city to what West Southern Pines had as a smaller community. He 
discusses how the crash on Wall Street had its effect on everybody: “When it hit the top it 
certainly hit the bottom.” Douglass recalls playing pool in Amos Broadway’s pool hall, and how 
Broadway was murdered some years after. He remembers Dr. Ross, the town’s first black doctor, 
and the lengths the community went to make the town look nice for his arrival. Douglass 
describes how homes were built in the 1930s, with the help of community bricklayers and 
community carpenters who traded labor to get houses built. He talks about his involvement with 
the West Southern Pines Civic Club, which began in the mid-1930s and grew out of the local 
churches. Douglass talks about his involvement with local politics, which he states he fell into by 
accident, by being asked to serve on town council, gaining respect of the other councilmembers, 
and staying on permanently. He then considers whether or not West Southern Pines could 
survive as a totally separate town now. Douglass eventually became the first black mayor of 
Southern Pines, N.C. This interview was conducted by Nancy Mason for the Town of Southern 
Pines on March 23, 1982. It is part of a series of interviews with people who lived in or around 
West Southern Pines as it had existed as a separate and entirely African American municipality 
from 1923 to 1931. 

 
 

 



ORAL HISTuRY OF t/EST SOUTHERN PINES 

INTERVIE~·l . ITH: ~-'.IANUEL DOUGLASS 23, 1982 

,;2_-07-L/' 

L.TTERVIEWEH.: 

• 4: I th,u~ht you might juet berin by talkin a liutle bit ajout yourself, 
your back round , ~ 1.t brou ht you here , so~c of t.e thins we 
discussed when I talked ui t:_ you last to sort of set t 1e stac-e. 

• 

• 

ED: You mean hen I firs t came? 

. Jh: Yes, e.nd \T~ ere you c1.me from e.nd a little bit about what broug. t 
you nere? 

ED: 

NM -

. ell, I came 1ere durin~ tle I9~4 - J5 school year . ~e be overned 
it in split years like I9 7 4 - --5 bec'1use it runs throu("!'h lj_ke t.. '"'t. 
I-iy: uncle and aunt came . ere . : e ca me '18 princip 0 l of the school 
at : SP . I r .s born and reared in ·r1!l 0 ton SRle a!ld I had a chance 
t0 stay , ,ell not a c ance, but I was rcquiren to stR~ wit 1 my 

u1t in t':1e su~1er because 11e ('Jncle) ,rent to su.n "'er school in 
_. in i an every summer 9..nd I s to.yed in the '_o,1se wit. ler. I got 
so t'_ it I h.a a summer home in SP rhen the to 1m was half closed 
do~rn. Z erybody w Cl i:xone, but I w e here. T ... is ·rent on until 
e.bout I9 7 9 an I re:rit away to work t :~en because ~ e had t~_e rolunteer 
army com in,... U:? a""ld t ey 1·rere build in br) q,c s e.nd t 1inC'"s ,.., 1.a I w· s 
in t. e construction world :1nd I was in industrial educ1.tion . ~o, 
I went to uork Rt c:-ierry Point rlown qt J 0 cksonville buil in- P radise 
Point, n officer ' s quarters , ~nd fro~ there I went into the serv·ce. 
·w. en I ·ot b .ck I ,as e•-::)loyed at Ca aeron orrison Scnool 'l.Ild my 
uncle had mo -ed down there as superintendent t1en . 3ut , in TiY st~J 
around SP iD I934 - -;5 we were alvrays ren_nded fro 1 hence Le tiTe 
\·as all bl,...!.ck '1nd tl..ere waa t:1is corp of le 0 

.. ders in t:ie co11nunity . 
T:-ey were buciness .en and pre 0 .c ers , ·=md you will find 1110qt leader-
s .. ip durin- t 1ose yeA..rs were around coed pre .chers . · ~e stron 
pre .c. ers 8nd t~e better of the bueiness~en , crocery store , funeral 
directors or so ~et.1inr like th· t and "f-rnp was no different . he tnin 
th<;)t I noticed most q,8out trie t'Jwn w·1s the fact that it had every ­
t~ing th~t it needed but it didn 1 t have a bank . Durinr t~at time, 
such a terrible time , it ,r 1 sn ' t possible to start anyt .in.c-· or any 
mone:7 inst_. tution in 'ill ?.rea w~1ere you hr.id so l i t tle 'T'Oney. T.1ere 
w s no sue\ th::.ng as federal .. elp dur n t~rnt time . T1.e only blA..ck 
b'1.nk th~t we knew anythin about th' t survived was 1Tcrt'·1 Carolina 
:.utual Association . Spauldin~ had the only black bank t~at I c"n 
re ~ember the. talkin About how _e survived . E~e n in flinston Salem 
our black bank there crRshed ~ So I w~s used to bein exposed to 
bl 1.ck acco111plistr.1ents . I n 1. ins ton Salem re .• .:?..r1 t 1e larsest 01:med 
and oper ted black bus line in t~c world . It continues to operate 
until ri fter -r,/orld far II , vrhen trie tovm needed to exp-=tYld nd serve 
the w.101e t own and it dro-;e them out of business becQ.use there ~-,_en' t 
any business for them in the whi t e co11IIluni t y . T,1qt w<:ts the reason 
that it went out of business . 11Te r.1.ad our own ovmed ".nd o _?erated 
taxi cabs - -aoout six dif't·erent comp nies in ·/ins t on s~.l em . ·re had 
t1e bank qnd savinQ's and 10-i.n . we had mo·1 iec l1'Juses and we . au 
re

0

u1ar s.1opp1nrr ct.istrict . t,o , I was , ery expoe.ed t o b.L'1.ck enterprises • 

ancy rvr ason ~ .P - t>OUther n .Piu v S 

ED - Emanue.L vuu~.Lass Wo.r' - we("'t sou t hern Pines 

-I-
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NM: 

ED: 

EJ: 
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ED: 

ED: 
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fnen I came here I noticed that we had the little black shopping 
area. Tne theater converted int o a pool hqll and all the rest of 
the thins t~qt we had to en t er t ain such as we had . My uncles 
en~aP::ed sone of the youno.:er people '3,nd we built t ennis courts in 
NS.P Just about here the gymnasium stands now I r emember worki11~ 
with tne su~mer pro raru . I th i nk it w~s ca ll ed Y~ . He built a 
box tnr:)t b ilt Lne industrial 'lrts R _op on the car11pus t .. ere at the 
school. r.i ere vrasn' t n~ before tr:en . The .1-Jme econornics was 
built l2ter on the same direction . They had so~e brick donRted so 
they used some brick in it . All those ca~e during those years . 

·/hat was your uncle's name? 

Paul R. Brovm and my au:1t's name was Josephine S . Bro\'m . 

Did t1ey ~av e O y Jther relatived in. SP? 

... 0 . 

I ~a d seen the name Brown in the tax lists in the minutes . 

Th')t was anotter set . I t._ink you will f"nd a number of descendants 
of tu~ Bro·wns you ' re tall{in :ibou t . She ' s a Gal vert. S1 e ' s 

delaid Brown Galvert. She runs the store on G~ines Street. The 
Bro;,ms lived tr-.ere hen I CA.'Ile to SP . The }1ome place is still 
beside the lode ~all . 

Did you hear whe!l you fir 0 t 03. .,e or afterwards, anythin, about t.1e 
early days ore rly .istory1 

Yes . It was co mon knowled.,e . In 19 7 4 (it hq,dn ' t been t:iree years 
wnen I ot here) r .. en it had diseol ved . The astys were t .. e 
earliest family . .e father 1,v'l,S mayor. Ttey vrnrc proud of the 
fact t h 0 t Pennsyl Pina, then not ~ow , w~s open durin his t·me as 
rn9yor . · e used to hs.v-e to cro to tovm on New Earnps}1ire . r ew 
He.mpshi re was the better road . Pennsyl v nia had ·water lines d') •m 
it so, t.ereforc, :t. ~n ' t as ~ood to travel . Ee ~ut li hts on 
it so you could sec a t n!aht . Yes . There was a lot oft .lk about 
it . The; ~idn't li~e it . They thou~ht that tbey didn ' t have a 
c~ ;.nee to do for t .. e"Osel ves . T'lhe~. the crash ca'1c ri th the money 
situation, they weren ' t able to suppo r t the municipalities t'.9.t 
needed to be fr:rn. t axation . The ta.res were too low anyway . You r 

couldn ' t collect th'='t . So, they had '.l hard time . One problem 
led to another •. :ost prob l e.1s rew out of money problems . T' is 
was the downfall of t he .:mn'icipalities . 

I ' v-e been explorin the cubjcct -=i.bout how 1·vSP ca' e to rret t.}eir 
c .. ~R .. rter; r .• y that ha)pened ; hen it did '1.nd who w0 s behind t~11.t . 
I ' v~ heard tbat a man, a black , na"Iled Lt . Oxley fro~ Ralei~h 
apparently kner of atom in Mis~issippi, a simil~r situation, a 
bl' ck to'Tm hie. ,1 s separate where they ~ot a charter and je was 
intere~t ..... d in t is and alle edly t _oue;ht t;.1qt TvSP would be a c.Pod 
situ~tion for a 0 imilar thin like th~t . I ' ve been t~ld that he 
ca,e here ~nd ~ad some discu~sion with the people there and then 
sort of h ndled the necessary work in R0 leisl and supposedly c~ ~e 
b~ck :".!.ere and said yes they can cret their ci.arter but it will 
cost fifteen hun red dollars . Hav e you heard anythin~ about this, 
::md before you answe r ill read t .... - :n·.nutes here for =SP q mention 
of ni e name . 1· .. i s r s in I 9~1 t>::. ,.,.ht after tne charter · \ as revoked 
ai1d it aa· d t .. t t .. is Lt . Oxley of the StPte lelfare Department 



of Raleig ... , lt:ouo-1 I i.1 d been tald that t~ey thou~t he was a 
military person , •••. 

• ED: I understood t h~t he ,as Lt . too . I understood too that a doc to r 
r n a hospitJ.l w''lere the L::.tr1son Inst:Ltute now is loc'1ted . . .. e w:i.s 
fro. Raleig':1 and it was t ::rouch t 11e cont~.ct of t:ie t .ro peo le to 
st· rt ,· t1 , by 1im bein,.,. !:l doctor, no N I understand how he woul 

• 

• 

know _im tiroug1 the felf~re DeJirt .ent . 

L : o you _1 le heard of t~ ... is Lt. Oxley. ~ hat do :I u know abou.t : im? 

•D: 1othin • Other than that : e ,,ae ~: 01,m with t 1e-d0ctor -TL ... O r.,n 
the hoe:_Jit..11 over in .. , .... P . 1rhe 'ospit .1 where La\A.re6n In°tttute 
no1 st--nds.today . Dr . Scrug s w-:i.a the doctor at the hospit.l 
w.1ere Lawson Institute stands today . It closed after he '""Ot sick 
cm ·1ent bad': to Ralei h w ere : e ori ina l ly C'1.1ne d')vffi here from . 

ED: 

1 hat was the connection you ' 11 find ·.·i th this Lt . you 'lere talldn<T 
about . The 1:e:J.l th ep:?..rt 111ent and th e doct o rs beina in Ralei h ; 
t 1a t ' s prob 1.bly what h ~p~ened . He :_3.d no ru·::i.ran te e of this 
'1appeninr1 , ;JUt , it seems th'lt ' s wriere it 6ot to,,.ether . 

w __ t ma. es you think t: .. 'lt Dr . ScrUQ''"' s r1.Q in n l ved in ~rnp 
obt 0 inin~ a c~arter? 

~ost of the tl~e you ' ll find in the b l qck co~munity whe re ever·it 
is, the leader·s· ip co '188 fro111 t1r-:e professiona l peop l e t'1at are tjere . 

ven to the time w en you had t:1e one - room sc.1001 ,ouse . It 'lr.i e 
so much le ders._ip th·1t c~ me from the schoo l marrn . TLe t hinn.- of 
it ¥aP tn~t they h~d to be more t han the te~che r for the cni l dren . 
· .1ey he l ped the paren t s in co1:1 ... u.Y1ic .ti')n , ~rri ting l~tters and 
thins of that nature . So t 1 ey :ot t: emselves in a leaders' ip 
type of role . As you notice , the first mayor of the black town 
w:..s a i1reac. er . ... e was also a teac er . I understand t ~ at one of 
t~ e first sc' .. oo l s t.1 ,t was in ·1sP W'l..S ·1. don3.ted situation fro fl 

yankee sailors that vere .. ere . I forr-ot becA.use I :_eard ti".is a.bout 
four years a; o . he school v1a 0 on tne corner of . 'l.ssachuset t s 
~nd _ enley -oin-· tou-.rd .. ·ec' r.:ini c Stree t. b t' is day there is 
no t:1in but waorls on that e i t e so t -:er e ' s s or:1et _inc wron: ·.ri th t:.e 
title of the land now I ima ine . ... ob ody is buildin~ over t~e r e . 

Do you know w .... 8.t role Dr . Sc ru s or L t . Oxl ey may have pl '"!yed 
in ettin · t 1 

.. e ch rter ? 

E I ' d be very surprised if you cou l d find anybody livin now t~~t 
probably knows . 

Had you heard anyt .... inc- b')ut t\.--_e money being invol ver=i, V!e fifteen 
hundred dollars ?.nd ·rl 1.t couln t' t h ve been for in 192~ ? r·lere 
there costs involved and ,muld it have been th t r eat !3.. sum ? 

ED: I s.te to say it but you ' ll find 1 ost of the time w .. en ~.nyt inrr 
is neede 0 , especia ll y w.1en it involves PO -:et in('!" t'.:'l'l t ' ad to oe 
done by , le....,·:i.l branc'. , it ::1lway, co,...t a t remendous anount of 
money . h.,t wasn ' t anythine ne,v . 4 I n ev er he·r d a 0 t 0 te"l'.lent, . 
The money -rv s neve r t a lked about . I t r .s ju cat, to p1.y for t,ne 

ch r t e r. 



• 

• 

• 

ITM: 

- 4 -

1 ow , wrio u:iey nad to pay Goa .1:mo, s what . .Now l understand ho ,1 t.ungs 
cuu1. ct .13. ,,e n:i.ppenoc. d r .!.tag t a t ti e. You ... n ·· 0 _ t 1 1 ... • .J ~ ~-J 
two or three hun red doll rs to four or five differen.t, people to 

et it t h ro h ~ e lJ isl t:on. 

It ,eems cur~ous t h · t ch~rter for a bl ck tom be given 
in I 923 1·1.~e. you put it into perspective with w -- t happenin .._ 
.1ere 1 d in the out wit. the ~ oll t ... and t.1e se regation t ctic . . . 

D: Let ' s b .ck up a little bit. Let's thin 1
{ about 'lhat you lad here . 

T.1c peonle here th '3.t . e~e in po i tion t'"' run thin s ,ere the same 
peo~le tnat 1ere employin the ,eople over there ~ich m ea bi_ er 
bond tha ... yo1J. ,10uld fin 1J.-'-om ... tic· lly w' ic t._e peo le th t rnre 
em:Jloyers ··1ere ort'_erners. So they could see w' erein if t '"ey w!:lnt·ed 
to 00 th · s L .1 rou_d hel t:"'erri to o t 1 tis. 

1 ~: .. -re you he .... rd of wv people in ESP w· 0 actu~lly were enlisted in 
obtainin the charter, w~o may have helv8d fin-ncially or pressure ••• 

You'r J far back for. e. 

N11: I thou~ht thou ~h Jou mi .t 11ve he rd somethin. 

ED: 

ED: 

I' . 
'.L • 

to. You see, peop_e ho .ave iied and left people ~iffe~ent a~ounts 
of 'Tlon::y, they 1 rn ... ~ rob-=ibly ·1orkinr.r for them, rind .. rou never know 
~o · ,:uc t'.ey lef u any. o ·;. But you know th t ou could al •r-J...y0 :et 
don·3,ti0ns in the corn ni ty for different things . So, t· .. t ' s not 
RUrprisin to me . ere as lways oeen a fairly good bond between 
t:.le employee and the e -layer , e pecially 1hen they worked for .1.ny 
aoount of time . So t_ at' s the reason I figured th'1 .t th'lt they probab ly 
·ot t::e monzy . .1roug' tne cf:'orts of some ersons t 1'1'1t .rere 

tran, -'='o r:ned in . e'Yle. ou __ a i a .:..ne t ·w1 s just a situation like 
the time SP w1ose n ~e · ~s bein changed fro~ Vine to SP . You find 
a lot of thin s ' a,ppenin durin,.... th'lt era t:1· t is not really 3. true 
pi,Jture of -~Lat as ha~ penin 11 8.round . Sucu is off t'.e coast of 
Sout __ c·~rolina nd Gear ia ·1here you : ad t' e black . tate . It was 
a bl~ct state . _o 1 it's bein di 0 inte~r~ted and it ' s do m to a 
refuge for Nar . But , you see w~.at I ' .n trying to sho 1 is mi ..... ration 
of people from Sout~. 8 rolin , Georgia and all around co ing into 

ort. Caro · na and , hen t· e.. foµnd :91 ".3.ces of uork, even if it ·ms 
sc1.sonal wo~k , .... hey ca .e . .nd some of t~ ose thin s c1.me vi th t1e r.1. 
So t 1.'.1 t' s no thin ne .r. T,w ner, you et a touri .... t tovm t:_ t flouri s, ed , 
you : ad to dra. from t~.e 0:.1- [;ide because you didn ' t find th 'l.. t many 
people i~ one location, by th~mselves . Just look at the 1rc~ t ~t 
you ' re in . You t __ in_ a' out neopl e . t. at in Pine:1.urst , SP and around 
t:_ree miles apart nnd it · ::s so t_ '3.t t1:1ey hP.S a ,,my of runnin_ from 
SP to Pinehur 0 t :lnd foL s to r · de bacl{ qnd fort~ to ·rork, h '"'t ' s 
better t '3,n , e La re toda • ·e don ' t ' ave tr an::po rt'l.tion now . So 
t:_erc were a lot o thin ·0 l-iap enin 1ay back tl ..... t ,e c· n see a 
ne0d for t. m no·r . 

ure . 

You s· id t._ at when ·- came in I934-35 th:1.t you detected or recalled 
no., a bit o::' di a-'-if act:1.o n it:. t' e fact t' 10.t M1e c:_artcr h:1. -
been revoKed and I ;as w nder:n~ i::' you ~i 2t rec ,11 hat you heard 

bout r y t.at ape ed . _e ·nut en of ESP s~y th tit rs necessary 
tJ t.:...Le o .. er ...,p in ord r tJ protec t t e interest of tJ.x payers 
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• 
of this to~ and t~1t it as neces~ary t0 ~ vc control of SP .•• 
"First , fo.r t. e rc.1s n t at ma11.y cri!Ilin')ls of -~ort~1 Carolina are 
driftin('!" in to T. 3 w: ... ere they ar,_ .:,rotectea from bein 0 apprehended 
by officers nd to be in th e comm~~ity where they are ;rot~cted b: 
a negro for m of govern .ent. SecoY10, t~ ... a t there's considero..ble dan er 
fro the .... eal t sta..YJ.dpoint of an e 1J.:.~er.1ic brea tin out in the ne ro 
section tr a t would cause serious danger to SP as a r so rt co mmunitJ 
in a to1.m th at is dependent upon t. e negr0es as ser rants. 11 A..nd ~r . 
Stutus gave as nis t hl rd reason ... "that t ::e nee:: oes were not capable 
of overning thv. elves if they did not nave suf~i~ient funds to 

• 

• 

built streets a .d to looK ·1fter tne other ci ri c needs o:' t ':e nee-roes. 11 

1 ow I •ra,~ wonderin,.,. :10·1 t hese offici3.lly st,,ted :reasons af'fect you? 

ED: I'm sorry th t t~ ... in s lik e t t got in of-"icial documents because 
r:~ht noi ou :'ind the bl~ck com~un ity more roused, more critical 
of t he ,1..i te man w ... en he wanted. to write about a follolv ... en ~ ... e was 
a ervant to start wit but found means to pick.: himself up by his 
boot straps and pro ress. But , by 'irtue of t' ... e fact t .. at this 

ED: 

crash of all Street •.. it had it's effect on c 1erybody . vhen it 
hit t: e top it . certainly hit the bot torri. ·. e admit it was an econo '1i cal 
situation but 1hy did it co me '")bout? J..,.ot to SP . You r_ ve the 
sa e amount of robberies oin on right nor, if t in 0 s st~y like 
they are . Tow you picture a haven of robbrrs . It _possibly could 
be so . ut wjy were t:ey there to start with? Survival drove 
them to t_at p1rticular incidence. 

I- i iscussin t ~is with so~e of the other people that I ' ve intervie ed 
they said that in fact the to,m was a bit rowdy during t~ .t time 
but t: 1ey attributed that mainly to outsiders coming in to t:tkE: 
advanta'""e number one of the e7i~loyment situations, but really t_1ese 
weren 't people who settled. Plu, there seemed to be rowdiness 
concentrated upon the attraction of .m os Bro~dwny's establishment~. 
T8ey would attract people fro~ Greensboro and other areas and there 
mi ht be come rowdiness as 0 ociated with that . I'm tryin to get 
a clear picture . 

I'm tellin you nowt .... t you· ill ne er et a clear picture becaure 
you are alw~ys oin- to have a one-s!1ed version. Amos Broadway was a 
c::aracter t~1at you find i1 most communities •. e was a brick layer 
by trade. e was su posed to hnve been one of the beqt we had around 
Amos entered into · c .. fe, poolhall , t:J.e1.ter-type oper ~tion . e 
would cponsor dances and during that time you had chauf:'ers that 
knew 011 e another from niles around ; Greensboro, Tir:"h Point an~ '3.11 
a oun~. Th en they would have . d~nce it was e1.sier for one of them 
to c~ll anotter one because t_ ey kne r w 10 they were workinrr for and 
··rhere they ~ ere workin so they ·1 uld tell around ' ... en they ould 
have a party . That's the only advertisement ford nee nd stuff 
like th t t ~t took lace that you would have a lot of outsid rs 
comin to mos's place . Other than that you 1ad the s~m~ a ount 
of amblin d liquor sellin in it as anywhere in \orth Carolin, 
even fter the t keover of the bl!:) ck to ·m. It w s just w. o was 
doin it. 1

: t' r 11 · '-s .. you write t. ... in s you rite t em for 
tne oenerit 01 La~ puo11c ~~o i on,.,. to re a it ~nd vour peers 
WbO are coin to criticize OU YOU uu11·t, t,a..1.K ct.uUUv u.UW it pot 
J.iKe t,h t, ana wny. 1 v wc:10 c:1 see;r~ ct. Lie u 0.1. t.uat.1on; there Io re, 
you maKe uo vv.Lt,n w'1,,t, JUU n·ive. nu vne u.tri.c.;K man K.r1~w t.ue hite 
m 1 was c1.niu.1.1H ana ar11dt111.o-. e did t 'u~ same th · n w' _ere he 
coulrl do .:.t. 3u.t, 1 1e· ot to be aware of the situ~tion . 

I t ... in it's good t 
a ~ what the results 

t you can 
,ere. 

dd [at perspective of the De re~s·o 



r 
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2D: Let ne tel you about A os 3ro ,.d~ CNY. Ario t.1er thing about him ( ~ince 

• 
w0 c.3,re tall ~ :1_ about .im) . • • :10 c:: w: 2 a m m w: '.) rould call m-,. uncle 
P~t school if a chilr ·r8.s cut tin" class and ._· t5in · around .is p ace. 
You 1,mn' t find m ny peo le doin : t 1 _·1,t to 0 '"'y. In t~1e ~u. er time 

nen sc 1001 .1c..s out e could l"".O do,:m J.nd 2i-oot in th .. t ool ~iall 
until three o'clock •. t three o'clock he :J.d customers C'.)mlng 
in and re . ad to et out . :i e ran us out o f the r • 

• 

• 

~D: 

ED: 

So that't !ow you used to spend your smmmers back then? 

Yes. I never di get to bet. e pools.ark that the others did . 
·1e 'd l o.y four or .-ivc __ ours some d?..ys •. e just let u<:: )l'y . e 
furnist.. d recreation w~.en nobody else had it . : 11 t~c little p rties 
and thin< s ••• e 'd let t e c~ilir n come by ther in the d~y time, 
but w .• en the ~ro m follrn c me t. ey had to cet out. I know t iis was 
because I ·~s O""_e o::' t. em. I'm tryin to show you t'1at everyt1ing 
about Amos · sn' t b1.d. e did have the rowdy crowd 0 sometimes • 
.. e pJ.t 1 man out of .1is place because he was rovrdy one time . s I 
un dLrstand it the same fellow came back and wai tea for . im to clos 
up that ni('!'ht an sot him . That ' s' ow he got l~illed . He was tryin · 
to keep some eace, and a man mbushed him . 

So~ebo~y related the ~etails of that . Do you rec all? 
t .... 3, t :1v 1•" s killed? 

hen ras it 

o . I was away "" en . It w1. after sc~1ool had opened and I w·,.s 
aw ..... y . .wut I understoo t .. t it wa s0II1cbody that he h·1d put out 
one ni ht ?nd the fel_o ent home nd got his gun and waited for 
_i'.71 to clo e up tnat night an w!.en he came out of the place e,oin 

next door uhere e li red, he s'.ot him • 

1: 'lhen you firc:::.t came here was there e idence that ESP was '3.ttempting 
to improve the area in er? .1.t least t .. "le physical situation. 

ED: could.n':. see a,_11.y p .. y ic'll evidence as I know it no , • . S h· d 
benefited from t._e t~_ c O\ er of E P only t:1.roug t'.e f,1ct th _j. the 
schoo .a d been stabili=ed ~d w ~ under control of the school board . 
Dr . 1 ard was the ch irman o:' t e scLool board "\ _en I cane here . 

ED: 

I thin~ orris .o _:i,s' e"ddy is on the school bo rd. All th 
roads wer...., dirt . ':' .. ere ~ust asn' t anyt: in· you could )Ut your 
h nds on ot_er t~ n educ~t:on that h~ b en uplifte . 

school T•s.s built, t· e part that is torn down now; it was com l(..t&d 
in 1924-25. It ·1t by funds raised fro~ the S

0 r peoJle th~t 
h l~ed t_em to bu ' l the ori~in 1 sc' ool own on the ol si5ht. The 
State c ntr:buted t ~ sc1ool or operations but un er the survey, 
even after· P ~s mer_e , it never w s t~c me o therefore, 
th bl ck s c ool al a s ha t r L e qrrn ey to n-et t.1inp: done. I 
re.'"' -iiber when tGe, _ d to . a re ov·· es 2.n the au i toriu ~, t school 
to sub idi~e the bud~et of t.e school for buyin curplies. he P. 
,oul '1ave to pu.t on :fferent pro ram to r·iise ".'10n""'y for the school 

sc -1p different c.urc e~ were very influencial 1bott r~ising 
mon- for buy in encJclope i, s for their libr ries . r· vY ha to 
buv ifferent set fort~ if::'erent a e brackets of the children. 
They ia a union-t ·ne cl O')l. T ere 1

, ere r es ne t rou h 
eleven. ~ e didn ' t ·- 1 e a t el et e;ra 0

• Tr is as a tremendous 
bi,.. step bee u e t .e bl ck school been one-te· .c. r and t 10-

teacher sc .. oo .... ::i v"'" ye r..... A formb.l education was <...;rade 
one throu h s ven . the s me th!n o ·Pr an over or 
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seven e rs. n t1ey did l or was basic educ tion. .i...-=-s 
d of re .. in , ·rri tin--- '.ln ri t' me tic. To explo e throue:h 

sc ool e id,.'11.' t et that much of it bee use qe : ... LA. to o 

• • ,t.: Tlhen our uncle come . ere · n 1. .... pr '.ncipql vere there an pu lie 

• 

• 

E 

sources o oney? 

un • 
so . 

e t11'"' bic:O' 0 t t · n t _,, t :1 .. pen urin 
t ,,fter ie w110 he e. e found ~o~t of it ue · n 

Carolinr:1 in I -z, - -7 or 111.,ybe it started in I ,..., and -;-ent 
I 1 o. t ... e Rosen ald f~d a 3r at ~seet to the 

ecause a lot of sc1ool r-ou es ot built throu h the 
lSP or not but I kno, th· t there was 

1 tter part of t' .. e t~-·rties. 

... "': Do you r cu.11 your uncle talkinF5 about some of t' e i:'ficul ties 
related to th sc. ool ,... / .... t , SP? t sorts of thin s m he 
deqlin 1i t on a day-to- ,,J in I 9~1 - )5'? 

A sc._ool pr incip 8,l w· s just bout li rn t~e preac er, the la 1 er 
an 1 ~~~ octor . lled in to fa~:ly c nsult tions, ch ldren 
p oblem , eettin 0 srocs to co on the c!il ren:s fe , clot . e. on 
t ,e·· _ ... b c _,..., tr., in._ ~'"' .... ct f n s t .. e - lf·1re ::E.~ rtment :io 

e~ ... elp this n rrun V .. ro· ::.e. s d.i J ' __ ve 
... o ..;E • e, · ')Ol r A " e p inc:i.y;· l' s ... "'O 1 c . 
because 1 w,.., s in t e co muni t Q l0okecl upon as a, community 
lea So therefor~, _11 problems tended to en u_ , ith t~e 
preac._e , 9rincip _ r:ir ( t .. e teacL.er. It 1:11s a lone time before 
t: ... cy ,_ot · black ocL...,r. TTe =-'' d no b:1_9._,.y. 1 yGr. I c· n re G!Jlber 
t' E:'m cle nin · p for t 1 e bl ck actor to c ne to to·m. TheJ fixed 
t1e 0 Lockra.rt ouse for his o-f"'ficE. ':'r~e community leaders ·;ent 
in there :Ji t:: ,.,11 t. e help they coul an d d c· roentry work n 
painte it 3,n fixe it up f'Jr the octor to c 1e to town. 

I · t ··r s hi..., .. ame? 

_j J: r. Ross . 

· ere r1:_A he co 1e fy-,om a·1d. approxim tely w __ en di he come? 

D: I don ' .ceme. er . You c!ffi find a lot of pe pl3 around who c:1n tell 
you t~ 1 t. He did~ tre endouc job f0r t' e com unity, unti1 he ~ot 
.imself irPol ved in some ille 9.l oper t'ions. It 1.r· s disputed '1ether 

or .not Dr . .os .... tool.. .ie 0 1.m life or dled fro· a he rt attack. 

ED : Yes . ! .... en they vrnre su ,oosed to transfer from P to prico:i Ross 
never served bee ,use he died in route or just before he go t there. 

a sort of illegal operations ? 

ED: I t ... inL. it w .s all round abortions • 

..&. • ? was v ... is . 

ED : I be 1 i eve .it w s ·· n the 1 ate I 9 50 • 

Tl' ,t rere t e people in r P oin f r med ic · 1 care !"1nd t 1in s like 
t t l' en you first arrived 



• 
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T:1~y 1 ~d differ nt ,;' .i te o ctors in the com nuni ty . You h d r . 
c .. illan -, __ o cane here :.'1 the I940s . .1r. He ,rd as c... entist . 

)r . C';Judell , wno t'ld a son who w·~s a doctor, .e marrt ed anotjer 
doctor . _ r 0 • r. udell , t' e on ' s wi ow is still practicin around 
here. There 1,· .s _v.-.. : .. "' ,., lot of doctors aro1 nd · ... ere but they uere 
w i e . Ths o·.ly bl ... ck octor in the area th t ·11as a 'Vlcsident t .... ' 
I c · r ca Dr . u i ck fro o c kin ham • I l{n ew '_is first co us ::.n 
i 1. • • 1 s to:1.-Sa m w .• o i,ras a dentist . Wben S aw ni versi tJ lost it ' 0 

mer3.ical sc .ool in t e ~S20s lot of the black clo8tors t~_·,.t were 
matr cuL ... tin __ in the St~te didn ' t get a .,hance to ,.-:tricul te · ny 
more . o , t .. ey ~ d to e,o out of St8.te to go to school . e lo8t a 
lJ t :)f '"' ... 'Jirin- black doctor2 . I t 1l.nk fro . 19 2-24 ,.,ha r lost :. t~ 

t::di c<;)l s c. ool and 'le lo st t." e a 1enue for black o c tors . 

' ere apparent_y w s a la.; suit a ainst t~ e o ·m of SP by 
ro e ing i., _a r ,okin:: o:' t:1.e charter . ..e o.t ... orney was an . dre ·1 

1cCoy fro:n u.r:: 1, I ' ve --~:...rd . Dir you ever !lG,,r "n,u1·n3 about 
t, ... t law suit outco e was? ,..,.011ebody S'lid they thou __ ht 
t: .. t t. is ·r . ied .., t, s me !)Oint durin_, t. e cource of the 
suit 43.nd t:-: t sort o+> p t "n en t ~ it but I believe t· are W's 
an r _:pe"l to t. e : te ..,u ~ eme Court . JO you rec 11 r-,r'J t' in5 

bout t. ·t? 

I on y , .eard t._' :, there ·: s a su · t and I nly .. eard that they ad 
l· wyer . I do .. ' t _ or t .. 1e name of t. e law er . I .. eard .. r . Bc t .J.ea , 

who ran he roe r , talk to my uncle about the lt;<.w suit but I ,19..s 
sm'111 ,... _j_ it didn ' t ount to anythin in my memory . I hL. k he 
was OP..E. of t .e last blac co 'lli P. sioners on t. ... e to m board any ho· . 

ayor .. s..,- p..., sed durin t:rn 1, tt--r part o-f' thqt time o.nyho 1 . I 
t .. ink .. r . ..enderson ras still ri t 1 the town . 

.. e er .ras Evander .·i elver . Did you ever ear of 
im or 

ED: ,o . I .. elver.... round e"·e now b 1Jt I d n ' t , ow if t ;.>vy 
fit int T ere are some. enderson~ around but ~here 

re t;.ro di:'f-rent sets . : .. e "Re thee.& ·ire t e only li ·rin r lc: tives 
t at I .no 1,1 . 

r • : • eene Ad i son . o ~ou recall hearin~ about: im? 

ED: last 
knO I 1:.,.,.1.' 

d i son th t I. kne r left .. ere so. e ti e ba , • 
. e i . ..c 1 s drivtng a tru cR. 

I don ' t 

~: Ben r~~trong . 

D: ~ou 'av so~e rm tron s nov nut I don ' t know the relations:ip . 

• .1. : T ere ,., as a ~ i 11 i ., ou l· s but e wa not relate~ to you • 

. ... . . 

~ e ave no rel~t:ves at 11 in this 'rea • 

... b Streets . id ~ u ever . ear of him? I .. : ve been told that he 

• E : 

was a 1 nd holder . 

.. e 11 just b u t 11 t 1 .nd in l P was o n e 
ones in the blo.ck co:n un · ty . 

tone time by d fferent 

id you e rer . e r of en .... i cks '? ·rh t do you Kno 'bout ~ i.m? 
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othinc • I 
endersons, 

3.ve heard the namL,, th t ' s '1.11. :arringi..on , Hick(" , 
s·1unders , all t~ o e 0 u ts tanding names . 

You know t em as bein property owners , or ave you heard of them 
ash· vin .... 

ED: Terrys? 

.1. • Do you know ·.ow t .e property w s acquired? 

ED: It looks like to me the measurement of land w~: bad'durin~ that time . 
It kind of staked o t so much land and so e of the land go t sold 
t 1 ·!0 or three t · es . I old the la Tyers resp'Jnsib l e because they 
·rould give a.raJ deeds . omebody didn ' t t race t e deed b ack f r 
enou h . But you can ' t get one l·1wyer to t ..... lk about another l.:wyer 
so therefore they ot their little closec society . he scratch 
ea c . o the rs b ·1 c, n 1 et it pas s on • Ju O t 1 i k e t: e 1 as t t, in g , 
t 1ey ad a b g dlspute · b'Jut Aid - Pines w_.cn tl ey sol lBnd . They 
found out t_ t the same land ahd been S'.)l d t wo or t _ree times . 

I :ow did thQt situation come to be sit is ? 

..... D : Like I s .id the bli=i,cks th')UIZh t tt ey owned th· t 18.nd do m there and 
Sh mbur er cl g,imed he w'J.s buy in - the land f om a 1 dy 11:r ::e looked 
around and iv'.iid- Pines sold out to · uali ty Oil u..nd Quality 011 came 
over the survey map and in the survey m .. p the l · nd W',,. included 
in it. ·:ope rodgen ' s usb .n.d was t:1e law., er for Sh3.ri.bur·'.""l"er but 
he died nd I don ' t kno if S' .a bur, er ever ot another 1 WJ....,r 
or not . .le might have thou ht it was a dead orse and quit spendin_­

one • 

. 1: Did t e to .m of E P , rhen they did incorpor:1te it , t tempt to do 
so e surv~yin~ like th· tor does it eem t ~t that is not rhat 
h'?...p0ened? 

::o: t look lL"e to me t 11ey commisE'i-:r1.ed c:.urveyor , I fo r got his name , 
th,::,t is t e reason we ~.ave t ro maps. -:o-.e lawyerq used one m p 
and ome used t' € other one , in .rriting deeds . Ba t before the c:mnty 
co i sioners ad o ~ted the hew ~ap the man died of someth ~n and I 
do ri ' t think t: ey ever adopted the sec -:,11c1 ·1p . T. -: -,o 1.ld ·a.u se so::r.e 
i .ore controversy ~ hen the towYJ. council o f SP aband oned the c it y 
s4 u ares t .. 3.t wer supJossd to 1 av e bee1 1 yed out to nick UJ tde 

:::'."'ba t _in s in t e black eople ' s lo t s . ·1. n t .. ey bando... d 
e3.c:_ ad ·o · nin pro pert.{ w· s su ... po .... ed t:). get the part tl , ' s · 
squ .re , It didn ' t· ~- LD like th~t . uome squ~res went to peop e 

1·n _u:cK deed clai s an all th' t kind of stuf: You ' ll find 
now t· , t some ~eople ne ~er got any of it . uome lawyers ot sl~ck 
and quick claimed so'!le squ3.res and 0 old t.em back to ...Jeople that 
o·med djo:ning lots w i ci t.eJ didn ' t. ave ~ busi~ess buJ l g 
to ..;t rt with • 

.... : ,...o ! is t · s situa..,ion o-oln to be re,..,olved? 

E 

• 
.!l 1 ne rer be un es ... t.ie own oes in wi tt a con,, emnin ..... si tuatlon 

and ta~es off . ~o~ethi. will h ppen • 

, :. '3. t re re o . e of the c han es t O t 
time here and ob 0 er ine i t ..... fro a 

eren ' t 1ere ? 

rou ' ~, e seen in SP dud n rour 
istance ~t t .. e ti:ne 1 en you 

u p T d.:.n o;f t .e co muni ty s a whole h8.s ch·-rn ed . You . ave 



e 
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to realize t_at people ,eren't makin an, moncJ at th t time and 
ttsJ bui t .-io:..ses accor in:lJ . -:._ou' 11 find a lot of Louses th~~t 
were. .)U · 1 t for fi ;e and ei~-- t .mdred dollars . We c'" 11 the'11 r n 
do 11,.1 s. '~nties an s_ums no 1 bcc·1use they were built forty-five 
and f. lty years a o . B no\ ·Ji t~ the tremen ous improvement 
and ne.,,tncsq i.he- havs iven out but t. 1 ey served t eir purpose . 
r o·w you ' 11 fL t .. _at the , randc 1ildren of the for'!1er owners are 
now building better .. ouse'"' , bee use the tovm demands_ it . 

1 

he 
ordinances are differeni- • .!ou can ' t build as cheap as ttey did 
back then. ::vsr~bo y d2.d it themC!elves . m~ey had a community 
si tu:1tlon . :01.:. •. ~1p :ne b · d 1y .. 1ou~ e a J. I ' 11 help you build 
yours . h ..... d com unity carpenters , 1

• e ' ad com u · ty brick 
1 ;yers . --.-, __ e:· ___ o to Reth er and traded labor . T ~.t 1

,., t .e •r y they 
ouil t, elr :_ouses . ..:ot knowin where they were buildin to ?tart 
. .rit:":.., jOJ. ' 1 find __ ouses built ln t .... e middle of t e street •1. ere 
they ~ .,d no business bein

0 
built but t e people who l·iid out the 

streets l· ~r on laid t' e .. out according to the surveys and makin 
them run p,.,..~al:el like they should run and some of t· .. e streets run 
str~ight t~rou so of e people ' s houses . So t~eJ had to mo ·e 
tr.e street over. From t ... e time I c 1e here with not paved stree t 
in it , now yoJ. ' 11 find. t .. t ·ust about all of ISP las been )aved . 
I ' s bE- n a tremendo s c nan ·e . · e s t:i.!11 have some draina5e problems 
y t o correct . ~ou 9.l so .... ve some dr.,,in!:1 0 e pro bl ems on the LO.st, 
rort:_ :m~ SouLJ. side too . · e corrected a big dr· inage problem 
since I ~ v-e been on t _e 0 11' .. Board c,oing do'\'m t rou h the Grover 
Street side '-'oin out there toward hnollwood goinc down by andavis's 
pl ace off t: e top o:' the :1ill up there fro·n Benne t t Street gainer 
do 1"m t rou .__h the:..--e. e did a tremendous s.mount of draina e and 
fixin • T:.Le tom vas c ... tc .inu t 1e service wat er fro: the t0p o f 
t~ ... is hill o 1er _ere by ey nouth and all back out towo.rd / o.ss . Ave!lue 
8Dd it was co in do n urr::pin into this trough o m here ~r'1ere 
Calvin risters b.1ilt and Ne had t'J o so~e improrements there , 
to ge t. at rater a.of of t. em. 

1A : ~hat have been ~he big c~t ince ,tives for the com1unity improvements 
in WS 1: hi c.. rou .: . 1e taL:ed about ? 

ED: It would be a comb.:...nation of t. ings . Alon comes a ti.ne F,.en 
people conti nue to educate the se l ves with the nroblems of the 
con nuni tJ . m.J.e • an ess t._:)se roblems more qnd more . "'hey h~v 
t o be rec ... oned with soon-....,., or l';)ter . Like· itb the community 
J,_. relo ment rant . e had some peo 1Jl e tl ·1t were a ainst us doin 

i t 

·, ~-Y wr1s t at? 

ED : '.11. e., wanted to say t at 1e s: ould t ake t 1e mon0 y t. at 1v,,e were putting 
in i a: d s e it for o t_ er me a. s in the to vm • I wa.... in to t '3.l 
disarray about i~ becau e :n f:fty car 0 we h dn ' t done anyt1ina 
~-u~ut it., Jet for • __ e to·m of S • . ere W3.S a c'nnce to ta e 
Lovs:n~e~t mone r ic. ,ould be au: monty and other st te money 
and every one el"e s. oney . If we didn ' t use it somebod~· else 
· ould . uO }OU can ' t tell 1e it ' s not pr o gress to se~ w:at has 
been do~ e . it ... t a.I. seven '.undred an fifty dollars over t e 
.,n the town ce ... lnly ·oul n ' t . ave seven :.Lundred an ±'i fty doll rs 
for t e xt te. ars ""o ut in t .Gr • You will f ' nd t'1at you 
\Jill :. ave proble ·iL ... est blis tr.emselvEi!s in priorty as 
econo 1ics an peo . e address tbe;I1selves to -;t . .e lon ·er we 1a e 
public educa ·on ore educ'"'ted p~o!'1le will become . e 
workinc bus~. ess of orer 1ent ~unicip~ l, ~t tc or wLat 
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~ccountable t~ the people. 

• 
o has ·rn p .rtici ,,ted in t e ~verrnr:ent of the tom of SP 
a.rtlc~lurly since you ~1ave been in vol ed in t pol.:. tics of 

this area? 

ow ha1e they partJcipated? 

ED: 

...... 

ED. 
~ . 

D: 

~ : 

... -:s ttere been an cti ve p·:1.rti ci _ ti') .1. bJ t__e communi u ~nd had 
.. rece tive to tr t .. ~rt~cip3tion? 

in to t 1e community as a whol came thr::m h 
nivic nlub. That was t~o first really 

commu it) or~·~izatian • 

... n did '"'t be'-:1. n 1)0 rou know? ae t'1rit so etl:.ine, t. ·1t ca e 
after the er~-r~te munici~~lity? 

Y s lt ca, e after . I id~'t kno r about .:.t until I938-39. But I 
t.·nk it started ~round l9..,.5 . It ' s been around for thirty or more 

years . 

was ry i .pressed r •• en I ·,,r nt to t'_e m ietin()' wit'_ the eyte1-t 
o~ articipation !)nd pe ple ob·/~:,uslv be · ng ·ra1·e of w'1at was 
...... nening in t e co muni t ... 

·ou t-o t there one ni c·.1 t , e didn ' t h ,ve m ny t ere . 

. ere must lave b en twenty-f:re there . 

• Yes , but let a m tter of re 1 concern cor.1e up · n· 1 t. .. t pl ce · · 11 
run over wit... pea 1 • 

,r • c s 1., __ e basis fo~ th t kind of particip!.3..tion? 

ED: It rew out of t._e c urches . It vl1B a joint effort of t:.e c .. urc. es 
co . in..... to ether to rn ice t _ e i r , ri ev an c es as a r:n ) :.1. d to present 
t._ ir rievance 0 to the town governin bo3.r • The p r eac rs had 
to utilize t.1elr talents ·.t le1.dership . nev . Fund,srburk was a reat 
advocate of the ,'"tivic Club . passed some ye!'Jrs b cK but ~-is widow 
1° bein~ funeralized urs ay here . She just passed in Pitt2bur~-
t. .. is pas ed un y. There i 0 not "ny people in ·mp th~t can ' t 
re. e,ber Rev . Funderburk 

.A: s 1 ok on t.e tax listQ, there ~as fro the minutes in I923 a 

e 

~tie Fun erburk . as th~t · relation? Do you ~nov ? 

ED: I do 'L, now . It could be . El er Funderburk w· P. one of tr. e ~mt-
s t ndi ir· "" reac~e'Yls bee use he W'l r .., ·· ned . ·re 1

1 · d lot of 
reac _ers t'., t ::a · d God called t__e,Tl to preac .. but Funderburk '3.C! 

an educ~ted m~n and he ave ~ lot of lsadcrsnip to the com~unity . 

1 : ·. : ~ t c ... urc .. 
from? 

3.ss ciated w· t n do ., u k 10w w'.ere he c 11e 

ED: I c· n ' t te 1 fOU tl1 t but he o .med ')ro erty on Leak treet an sold 
it out. I c t __ .:_s boJs 8-n ~ im when I c·ot here . ~e could :: ~ r 

nl · _t.tened .; c A. 1 ot . Flo· 1 .,,,. cnon .l '.1 woul b .. good one, but 
he ' s not c~p blc o reme berin· anyt~jn. 

.Ju you recall 
. .:_ ~h j'OU? 

y o t'.1G n· mes on th· t lis Do t~1ey r · nr· bell 
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c·,n' c nnect t e tcgetter. rou ~·oun out wh t 1' ppened t t. e 
i i c ,.12.ub '-he oth-- r ni[_ t ·:rten you went to taLdnc: in t.1ere ·m 

':lo man !.-"L,0p_e t 1 _e c8ul id.e. tify. 

Ci :c ~lub , is tl ere c1yt1in~ d "~' r L 
·· P or : .L. ~- .:.~·11 ::)r a C'J r unity su ·- ')s ·SP l en ttcre 
·_...,:me? It see .s .. r:.t t...i!=t p rticip'"ition j P sustained whet .. er 
i 0 ~ bi is~ue or a crisis 

.. "0°t t:) ~ms r _1 · ed '-'ehind the A. CP or other orr- nizatioYlC! t. ,.,t 
func:/L0 .... e in ... e hurc. , but ISP Ci ic Club is a funct:i.on of 
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