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"Few are altogether deaf to the preaching of pine trees.

Their sermons go to our hearts; and if people in general
could be got into the woods, even for once, to hear the
trees speak for themselves, all difficulties in the way of
forest preservation would vanish."

-John Muir
in an 1895 speech to the Sierra Club
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Chapter1 | Introduction
Why is Whitehall special?

Purpose

Land of the Longleaf Pine
Meet the Team

Planning Process

Chapter 2 | Inventory
What do we have?

Southern Pines Park Inventory & Benchmarks
Whitehall Inventory: Conditions

Chapter 3 | Public Input

What do we want?

Stakeholder Interviews
Public Meetings
Online Surveys

Chapter 4 | Master Plan

What do we need?

Whitehall Recommendations & Plan
Whitehall Structures

Chapter 5 | Implementation
What next?

Implementation Plan
Funding Options
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Develop a parks & recreation master plan for the Town's Whitehall
property.

Provide guidance for recreation planning in these areas:
¢ Identify park facility needs for the Town of Southern Pines
e Prepare assessment of the Whitehall site
¢ Identify recreation program for the Whitehall site and buildings
e Protect the natural flora and fauna of the site

e Coordinate programs with the land management and burn

program

can provide the functional facilities
needed by the public without
compromising the natural features of
Whitehall. , ,

‘ Parks and trails are for the people. We




Whitehall was thoughtfully cared for by its previous owners and the tt 4
property's 157 acres highlight the native ecosystems of Southern Pines, ¥ ’ 0"9

particularly the longleaf pine forest (Pinus palustris).
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Longleaf pines were once prominent through the southeastern United
States, covering 90 million acres from Virginia to east Texas. The once-
vast longleaf forests have almost all but disappeared, providing timber
for Colonial homes and sailing ships as well as tar and turpentine. By
most accounts, North Carolina’s seaports were the leading exporters of
naval stores across the world, rivaled only by those on the Baltic Sea.

As 19th century rail passengers traveled through North Carolina’s pine
forests, they commonly reported that they did not see a single tree that
did not have the V-shaped scar that was associated with tapping.

More recently, longleaf pines have also been lost to clearcutting,
development, and fire suppression, as they rely on fire to survive (and
thrive). Today, less than 5% of the historic longleaf forest remains and
we are lucky to find it in the Sandhills area.

Whitehall serves as a sanctuary for the endangered red-cockaded
woodpecker (RCW), the only woodpecKer to nest in live trees. The RCW
prefers the Longleaf Pines, carving out cavities that are filled with
resinous sap to guard against predators. Ongoing conservation efforts,
like the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Safe Harbor program, work to
reverse the longleaf decline and ensure its future survival.

Healthy longleaf pine forests provide many benefits to both humans and ‘ ‘ )
Here's to the land of the longleaf pine,

The summer land where the sun doth shine,

Where the weak grow strong and the strong grow
In addition to the RCW, they also provide habitats for other threatened great, Here's to "Down Home," the 0ld North State!

wildlife. They support our freshwater systems, provide natural
resilience to catastrophic storms, and help sustain the regional economy.

and endangered species like gopher tortoises, pine snakes, and dusky
gopher frogs.
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Architecture of Place

COMMUNITY

2 meetings: 100+ attendees
2 online surveys: 800 responses
Outreach via phone & e-mail

Arts Council of Moore County
Dr.J.H. Carter III & Assoc.
Moore County Chamber of Commerce
The Nature Conservancy
Pinehurst, Southern Pines, Aberdeen
CVB
Sandhills Ecological Institute
Sandhills Prescribed Burn Assoc.
Dr. Barbara Sherman
Three Rivers Land Trust
Appearance Commission
BPAC
Town Council
TOSP Leadership Team
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The path we navigated as a community to create a master plan

Research & Guiding
. / N Final Review &
Public Input: / \ a .
J Adoption:
July - October ) 7 J "5 p _J
— Draft Recommendations & [/ April - May <)
/ : Pata Collection Community Feedback: - T C il revi \
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>/ . . Plan Refinement - e R Y
- Stakeholder interviews (19) A January 12 public meeting (70) . . R ey i
- Online survey (114) & Cost Estimating:
9 Review & approval by February - March
o Three Rivers Land Trust . D 9
Final draft concept plan Y QUWD ;
Cost estimating Y H \ b
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